
On June 1, 2024 the Honorable Mr. Ernie L 

Stevens Sr., a distinguished and dedicated Amer-

ican Indian Leader bid adios to us at the prime 

age of 94, as he journeyed to joined other great 

Tribal leader before him in everlasting life.  

Mr. Steven was born on February 12, 1932 on 

the Oneida Indian Reservation where he grew 

up as a Tribal  member of the Oneida Nation in 

Wisconsin,  

A U.S. Marine Corps combat veteran of the Ko-

rean War, serving 4 years and earned the rank of 

Staff Sergeant at 19 years of age. Stevens was rec-

ognized for his service and dedication, receiving 

accolades such as the Korean Unit citation and 

the Korean Service medal with three battle stars.  

During his time in Korea, he was part of the well-

known conflict, the Frozen Chosen. The Ma-

rines who fought there are known as “the Cho-

sen Few” where nearly 2,500 of the US forces 

died, some froze to death. The wounded totaled 

5,000 and 8,000 suffered frostbite.  

Coming from humble beginnings, Mr. Stevens, 

began a profound rise to national recognition at a 

time of great change in Indian Country. He re-

mained a charismatic figure to many tribes, Indi-

an leaders, and Indian people, particularly in  

California and Arizona, where his early profes-

sional years left a significant imprint.  

In the mid-1950s, Ernie moved to Los Angeles, 

more specifically East LA, where he found great 

struggles and challenges as a young man fresh 

out of military service with the USMC in Korea.   

It was during this time that he met Joe Vasquez, 

a man who would become one of his closest 

friends in life in the professional and political 

world.  

Joe helped him meet the challenges he was fac-

ing/ Together, they would work throughout Los 

Angeles and Indian Country, helping people, 

promoting Indian business, and moving Indian 

Country forward.  

My  Testimony to Mr. Ernie Stevens, Sr.,  

In February 1961, I arrived at Ray’s Barber Shop 

on Telegraph Rd., in Pico Rivera, which is about 

ten mile east of downtown Los Angeles. I was 19 

years old, straight off the Soboba Indian Rez., a 

freshly minted apprentice Barber reporting for 

my first day of work as a professional Barber.  

My dad, God bless him drove me there since I 

didn’t have a car and loaned me $20 since I did-

n’t have any money either, all I had was my Bar-

ber tools and a grocery store paper bag with my 

belonging.  

It was a few month later that I attended a get to 

gather of Indian with a friend at a park in Bell 

Garden. Mr. Stevens was the speaker. I didn’t 

know at the time that I had attended my first, of 

many more political events.  

To say I was impressed and inspired would be 

an understatement. I became a believer and fol-

lower. These were the early day of Tribal unity, 

aside from the Mission Indian Federation which 

for all intents ended in 1953.  

In the late 50’s and early 60’s the Bureau of Indi-

an Affairs (BIA) was implementing the “Indian 

Relocation Program.” The basic intent of the 

program was to relocate thousands of young trib-

al member to large cities through out the Coun-

try to gain training in various trades.  

Upon completion of their training they were ex-

pected to become gainfully employed in the ur-

ban communities and to never return to the Res-

ervations. This was in compliance with the BIA’s  

“Indian Termination Policy.”   

Cultural shock was one of the many major chal-

lenges the tribal people faces. Housing was set in 

the low rent areas which were occupied by other 

minorities. 

For a significant number of the participants the 

program was a disaster. Many were unable to 

cope with the multiple challenges. The most dev-

astating was ending their training before comple-

tion, which resulted in the loss of their BIA fi-

nancial assistance.      

In Los Angeles, which was still segregated the 

Black and Mexican neighborhoods were inun-

dated with Reservation Indians. Many of the In-

dian people had never met a Black or Mexican 

nor had the Blacks or the Mexicans met ir seen 

an American Indian except in a John Wayne 

movie or Jay Silverheels as Tonto in the TV 

show, the Lone Ranger.  

In those early days Mr. Stevens provided the 

leadership that was truly needed by the first gen-

eration Urban Indian People. He not only unit-

ed then, he gave them hope. I preferred Urban 

Tribal Indians.   

I remember him telling the people that we were 

all leaders, weather it be within our own family, a 

Tribal Council member or a ball team captain, 

and when we join together we become a force.  

Great people are few in the world and fewer in 

Indian Country and in my humble opinion Mr. 

Ernie Stevens, Sr., was a giant. A true American 

Indian Warrior in every sense.   

The following tributes were reposted here from 

other publications. 

His extensive career was marked by numerous 

leadership roles, reflecting his unwavering dedi-

cation to the advocacy of Tribal sovereignty, self-

determination, self-governance & Tribal rights. 

 He earned a bachelor’s degree in Business Eco-

nomics and a Community Fellows Program certi-

fication from the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology (MIT).  

His influence was felt across Indian Country as 

he served in various roles, including as the exec-

utive director of the Los Angeles Indian Center, 

the Institute for Community Anti-Poverty Corpo-

ration, the Inter-Tribal Council of California, the 

Indian Action Project in Arizona, and the Amer-

ican Indian Policy Review Commission.  

Mr. Stevens was the First Vice President of the 

National Congress of American Indians and the 

first Staff Director to the Senate Select Commit-

tee on Indian Affairs. His work with the Bureau 

of Indian Affairs was instrumental in transition-

ing Indian Policy from an era of termination to 

tribal self-determination. 

James Parker Shield, Founder and CEO of the 

National Native American Hall of Fame, ex-

pressed his admiration, saying, “Ernie Stevens, 

Sr. was my personal hero, and inspiration. He 
took an interest in me and told people I had po-
tential when I was a young 20-year- old with no 
direction, and he gave me that direction and en-
couragement. He was that kind of person, that 
kind of leader. A true giant in Indian Country 
has walked on.” 

Richard Trudell, Founder & Director of Ameri-

can Indian Resources Institute, said in a press 

release, “The passing of Ernie Stevens, Sr., a 
proud and accomplished member of the Oneida 
Nation located in the State of Wisconsin, is a 
great loss for Indian Country. Ernie was a mod-
ern-day warrior who made a difference for Trib-
al Governments in the modern era. In the 1970s, 
he played a major role in changing how Indian 

affairs were managed within the Department of 
the Interior, and he played a key role in laying 
the groundwork for federal-Indian policy initia-
tives that were recommended by the American 
Indian Policy Review Commission, a commis-
sion established by the United States Senate. He 
loved Indian Country, and he dedicated his life 
to making a difference for Indian people. It was 

an honor and privilege to know Ernie and to be 
his friend.”  

 

American Indian Warrior Mr. Ernie L. Stevens Sr. 
  February 12, 1932 * June 1, 2024 
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God Bless America & American Indian Tribes June 15, 2024  

The  

  

Honor thy Father & Mother * Happy Fathers Day  

New television and movie releases offer a chance to 

reflect on how and why Native Americans went from 

relative prosperity to poverty, particularly over the last 

two centuries. … 

Another tragic story is told in “Killers of the Flower 

Moon,” starring Leonardo DiCaprio. The three-hour 

epic depicts how murder and deception enabled 

white men to steal land and oil rights from the Osage 

Tribe in Oklahoma. 

But the cause of Native American poverty goes far 

beyond these sad stories; it is embedded in Federal 

Indian Law by wrapping tribes in “white tape,” as the 

late Coushatta Tribal Chairman Ernest Sickey called 

their bureaucratic quagmire. In 1831, the U.S. Su-

preme Court declared Native Americans to be 

“wards” of the federal government, leading to aggres-

sive suppression of cultural and religious practices 

that had important economic implications and were 

part of the heritage we should celebrate.  

Unwrapping the white tape requires much more than 

bringing back the buffalo and righting the wrongs to 

the Osage. It requires removing the court’s antiquat-

ed assertion and undoing any notion that only the 

government can deem its so-called wards 

as “competent and capable,” words embedded in a 

law passed in 1906 that remain to this day.  

Thanks to policies like these, tribal land and re-

sources are held in trust by the Bureau of Indian Af-

fairs and cannot be used without government permis-

sion. In one case, tribes in North Dakota missed out 

on millions of dollars from the fracking boom be-

cause trust lands required 49 regulatory steps before 

they could be leased, compared to four steps off res-

ervations. Not surprisingly, 1 in 4 reservation Indi-

ans live in poverty and many survive on federal 

grants. 

As our new survey of over 80 reservations confirms, 

the spirit of entrepreneurship survives on reservations 

but must be unwrapped from white tape. 

For Native American economic 
freedom, unravel the ‘white tape’       

Read More @ The Hill 

https://www.killersoftheflowermoonmovie.com/
https://www.killersoftheflowermoonmovie.com/
https://www.policyed.org/indigenous-econ/testimonials-renewing-indigenous-economies/terms-you-may-have-heard
https://history.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-removal-marshall-transcription-b.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/25/349
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/25/349
https://www.bia.gov/
https://www.bia.gov/
https://www.hcn.org/issues/44.6/on-the-fort-berthold-reservation-the-bakken-boom-brings-conflict
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2014/06/13/1-in-4-native-americans-and-alaska-natives-are-living-in-poverty/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11127-023-01088-3
nion/finance/4302416-for-native-american-economic-freedom-unravel-the-white-tap
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If this is news to you, you’ve been ei-

ther watching to much CNN or not 

paying attention.  

The open border fiasco is not a failed 

policy, it is a highly successful politicly 

planned and implemented strategy by 

the American Communist Democrats 

Party. The reality is that the Democrat-

ic Party no longer exist as a political 

promoter of the American Constitu-

tion, values and Christianity. Please 

read Saul Alinsky’s “8 Steps To Topple 

A Nation.”   

When the Biden propaganda machine 

tells the American people that our 

southern border is secure and under 

control, they are absolutely truthful.  

1) It is secure from any interference 

from congress and  

2)  it is totally under the control of the 

Biden Administration. The Soros 

cartel is a more accurate descrip-

tion of the real button pusher.  

Yet, the woke strategy continues to pro-

mote the idea that Valerie Jared and 

Barry Sotelo AKA Barrack Obama, are 

in control, which couldn’t be farther 

from the truth.  

At the risk of sounding racist, I think 

Biden got it right about Obama when 

he said in 2008, “He cleans up nice 
and speak well.”  Granted, he is one of 

the best public speaker in the world 

today thanks to Jesse Jackson who 

mentored him.  

He is also one world utmost frauds. He 

was raised as a Communist by his 

mother and grandparents and attended 

Muslim schools as Berry Sotelo, his 

step fathers surname and received col-

lege grant funds as a foreign exchange 

student and claimed to have earned a 

law degree from Harvard.  

In my view, as a graduate student in 

Business Administration the election 

campaign for Obama was one of the 

greatest marketing promotions ever 

conducted in America. 

The Soros cartel seal his personal rec-

ords from the public while he cam-

paigned for the Presidency of America 

on a platform of “Transparency.”   

They took a good looking black guy, or 

at least one that his white features were-

n’t prevalent and was an outstanding 

public speaker and sold the image  to 

white Americas racist guilt. 

I’m not going to waste time on the two 

RINO’s that opposed him with half ass 

campaigns.   

The Biden policies is nothing more 

than an extension of the Soros/Obama 

“Transformation of American to a One 

World Order”  ideology.  

The One World Order”  ideology is 

not a new ideology in America as it is 

the central charter of the Federal Re-

serve Bank in 1913. George Carlin re-

ferred to the founders as “The Real 

Owners of America.”       

Fast forward. A guy who claimed to 

have earned a law degree from Har-

vard, but was unable to earn more that 

$18,000 a year as an attorney. He was 

also unable to get a job in any law firm.  

With the backing of Jared, Soros, Bill 

Ayres ad other prominent Marxist he 

was elected to the State Legislature and 

two years later to the U.S. Senate.  

He was promoted to speak at the Dem-

ocrat convention in 2004 and gave a 

brilliant speech along with the publica-

tion of the book “Dreams of my Fa-

ther,” that he claimed to have authored, 

but  it’s believed to have been written 

by Bill Ayres. Yes, the same anti Amer-

ica Weathermen Domestic Terrorist 

Group leader Bill Ayres that was arrest-

ed by the FBI for conspiracy against the 

U.S. Government.  

However, all charges were dropped 

because the FBI failed to get a court 

warrant to tape record him. In the tape 

recording he stated that they would 

need to establish “Re-Education Cen-

ters” to house 125 million Americans 

and develop a system to dispose of 25 

million bodied of those that refused to 

conform. 

This ideology is identical to that  of the 

Soros Obama/Biden agenda. 

We are now at the second stage of the 

“Open Border Policy,” which is to in-

crease the “American Communist Par-

ty’s” AKA “Democratic Party” voting 

block. Many of the so called “Blue 

States” are already allow non-citizens to 

sit on local and state policy making 

boards and to work, which is against 

federal law.  

But, like the marijuana laws they are 

not enforced. The selective enforce-

ment of laws is still another strategy to 

circumvent the legal system. Again, the 

strategy is to ease the voting rules to 

allow all residents in the Country to 

vote, an “Open Voting Policy.” With 

an estimated 40 to 45 million non-

citizens in the Country which includes, 

Green Card Holders, Visas including 

Students, Work Permits and Illegal 

migrants.   

Remember DACA? The Commie 

judges are still defending it as law. It’s 

still a mystery to me why the GOP or 

someone that still believe in the rule of 

law in America hasn’t challenged to to 

the supreme court.  

The majority of the America people 

oppose allowing non-citizens to vote. 

The problem is that Communism 

doesn’t work that way. It is a one politi-

cal control group that has weaponized 

90% of the government. 

In way of example, is the justice system 

has been completely undermined in 

any terms of any fair and legal process 

as the DOJ has conducted with regards 

to the so called “Jan 6 Insurrection.”  

What happened to all the Antifa infil-

trators that instigated the crowds to en-

ter the Capital. The FBI and other gov-

ern,ent agencies that helped instigate 

the protestors. What about Pelosi’s 

refusal to use the National Guard.     

Another example it the Biden and For-

mer Vice President Mike Pence viola-

tion of the ”Espionage Act,” as the law 

is clear that the Vice President’s had no 

legal right to have any confidential doc-

uments upon leaving office. 

 So, why is President Trump the only 

former President under the gun? So to 

speak. The message is clear, anyone 

that opposes the current Soros AKA 

Biden totalitarian Government is at risk 

of the fully force of the U.S. legal forc-

es, including the IRS or any other agen-

cy. And, forget your Constitutional 

Rights, the Trump court fiascos is the 

message. 

America may already be lost to the vot-

ing machines and illegals migrants vot-

ing. The Communist elitist don’t care 

what we think. A great example is in 

Calif., $25 Billion missing & no one is 

held accountable.  

In summary, if you believe men can 

have babies, in multiple genders, 

LGBTQ, California SB 145 which al-

lows connatural sex between a 10 year 

old child and a 20 year old, critical race 

theory, pronouns and all the other in-

sanity you’re going to have a rude reali-

ty awaking if the Communist win in 

November. God help us.              

 MY VIEW Ernie C. Salgado, Jr, 

Noncitizens are voting in Washington D.C.: 
Is that legal? NewsNation 

'Sick and Disgusting': Hillary Clinton's 
D-Day Comments Spark Outrage 

Hillary Clinton's recent social media 

tribute to D-Day stirred quite a storm. 

On the 80th anniversary of the Nor-

mandy landings, she linked the historic 

fight for democracy with the act of vot-

ing today.     

Her post read, "Eighty years ago today, 
thousands of brave Americans fought to 
protect democracy on the shores of 

Normandy. This November, all we 
have to do is vote."  Hillary Clinton's 

recent social media tribute to D-Day 

stirred quite a storm. On the 80th anni-

versary of the Normandy landings, she 

linked the historic fight for democracy 

with the act of voting today.     

Her post read, "Eighty years ago today, 
thousands of brave Americans fought to 
protect democracy on the shores of 
Normandy. This November, all we 
have to do is vote."  

 A Clash of History and Politics  

Conservatives did not take kindly to 

Clinton's post, finding her comparison 

between WWII sacrifices and modern 

voting deeply inappropriate.  

RedState's Bonchie expressed his dis-

may vividly: "Just pure evil. Comparing 
the sacrifices of those who died to de-
feat Hitler and retake Europe to Demo-
crats voting against Donald Trump. 
Sick and disgusting."    

Read More @ Savvy Dime 

1) Healthcare — Control healthcare and you control the 

people 

2) Poverty — Increase the Poverty level as high as possi-

ble, poor people are easier to control and will not fight 

back if you are providing everything for them to live. 

3) Debt — Increase the debt to an unsustainable level. 

That way you are able to increase taxes, and this will pro-

duce more poverty. 

4) Gun Control — Remove the ability to defend them-

selves from the Government. That way you are able to 

create a police state. 

5) Welfare — Take control of every aspect of their lives 

(Food, Housing, and Income). 

6) Education — Take control of what people read and 

listen to — take control of what children learn in school. 

7) Religion — Remove the belief in the God from the 

Government and schools. 

8) Class Warfare — Divide the people into the wealthy 

and the poor. This will cause more discontent and it will 

be easier to take (Tax) the wealthy with the support of 

the poor. 

Do you recognize how the 8-Steps are used to 

create force the American people dependency on  

big Government.  

 

Saul Alinsky’s Doctrine:         
8 Steps to Topple a Nation 
This is the basic strategy  of the American Communist 
Party. It is a condensed composition of Karl Marx’s  
Communist Manifesto.  

https://www.americanindianreporter.com/contactus/
https://x.com/bonchieredstate/status/1798723409008037939
w.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/sick-and-disgusting-hillary-clinton-s-d-day-comments-spark-outrage/ss-BB1nNH6a


3    June 15,  2024 * Page 3 of 10 

CLICK Box5 ABOVE For Your FREE Bi-Monthly American Indian Reporter  

Our Native Connection * Group by Charlene  Valenzuella 

Alissa Pili, a rookie with the WNBA’s 

Minnesota Lynx basketball team, has 

signed an endorsement deal with Nike’s 

N7 brand. 

N7 is a long-standing Nike initiative fo-

cused on empowering Native American 

and Indigenous communities through 

sport. Pili, who is of Iñupiat and Samo-

an descent, embodies the spirit of the 

program. 

"I'm so honored to join the Nike Family 

as an N7 athlete," Pili said in a state-

ment. "Representation is important to 

me, and I look forward to making an 

impact in the league and demonstrating 

to all the Indigenous and Polynesian 

girls who love the game that they can 

reach their dreams." 

Pili's journey to the WNBA has been 

impressive. Drafted eighth overall by 

the Lynx in 2024, she was a standout 

athlete throughout her high school and 

college careers, accumulating numerous 

accolades, including three-time Alaska 

Gatorade Player of the Year and Pac-12 

Player of the Year at the University of 

Utah. 

Nike N7 was launched in 2000 to ele-

vate opportunities for Native American 

and Indigenous communities. Proceeds 

from the N7 Collection directly support 

the N7 Fund, which provides sports 

programs for Indigenous youth. Nike 

has donated nearly $11 million to some 

300 organizations over the past 15 years 

through the N7 fund.    

WNBA rookie Alissa Pili inks deal 
with Nike N7 brand Read More @ Tribal Business News 

 

Soboba Indian Reservation 

In the first chapter of her debut 

memoir, “Whiskey Tender,” 

Deborah Jackson Taffa declares 

that the story she’s about to tell 

is “common as dirt.” This isn’t 

an insult or a minimization — 

quite the opposite. In a culture 

that reveres the land and all that 

springs from it, that nourishes 

and is nourished by it, the earth 

is sacred. [ 

Taffa does mean, however, that 

she doesn’t believe her story to 

be unusual because thousands 

“of Native Americans in Califor-
nia, Arizona, and New Mexico 
could tell it.” This understand-

ing came to her much later in 

life, after traveling and learning 

that a quarter of the world is 

Indigenous. In her childhood 

and adolescence, she often felt 

isolated as an Indigenous per-

son, and the book follows her 

growing understanding of her 

identities and cultures and the 

way she was imbued with shame 

that was not hers to carry. 

Born to a Quechan (Yuma) and 

Laguna Pueblo father and a 

Catholic Latina mother who 

never discussed being descend-

ed from both Spanish conquis-

tadors and Native people, Taffa 

was raised straddling ways of 

viewing and approaching the 

world.] 

“Despondency hung over the 
[Yuma] reservation, and when 
toddlers and children acted re-
bellious, adults saw hope and 
verve. A sassy girl was a girl who 
might make it,” she writes. Like 

many other parents, hers 

changed their tune about her 

rebelliousness when she was a 

teenager. But having pluck and 

curiosity encouraged in child-

hood meant that she was able to 

recognize that things were more 

complicated for her family than 

they were willing to admit.  

Read More @ LA Times 

When one grows up Native and faulted 
for not being 'Native enough' 

Nature Poem by Tommy Pico, Viejas Reservation   

Grab a highlighter, because you're going to want to remember just 

about every line of Pico's powerful poetry. A multiple-award win-

ning writer, Pico grew up in the Viejas Reservation, in east San 

Diego and writes stirring lines about his intersecting identities as a 

queer, American Indian, urban-dwelling poet.  

Rez Doggs Eat Beans by Gordon Johnson, Pala Reservation 

Johnson lives on the Pala Indian Reservation lo-

cated in north San Diego County. He is a Tribal 

member pf the Pala Tribe.  

Johnson has authored several books, short stories 

and articles on Tribal life, values and humor.  

He is currently engaged as a screenwriter on a 

new project. 

Two Southern California Must Read REZ Authors 

https://www.americanindianreporter.com/contactus/
essnews.com/sections/arts-and-culture/14738-indigenous-wnba-rookie-alissa-pili-inks-deal-with-nike-n7-brand
-grow=msedgdhp&pc=ENTPSP&cvid=908af0febff54acbbfe7406f13fef
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Legal Battles & Big Bets:          
Indian gaming news this month 

This month's Indian gaming news round-up dives into a Supreme Court case with major implications for Florida mobile betting, a contentious off-

reservation casino project in Oregon, and big expansion plans, earnings news, and leadership changes across Indian Country. 

EXPANSIONS 

Wilton Rancheria-owned Sky River Casino, located in Elk Grove, California, announced plans for an expansion in early June. Alongside its partner 

Boyd Gaming Corporation, the tribe disclosed plans for a resort next to the casino with a 300-room hotel and 1,600-space parking garage. The garage 

is slated to open in summer 2025 and the hotel in early 2027, according to a report by Sacramento news station Fox 40 Local News. Seminole Tribe 

Mobile Betting Faces Supreme Court Showdown  

A longstanding bid against tribal exclusivity in Florida mobile betting has made its way to the US Supreme Court. The court was scheduled to hold a 

conference on Thursday, June 13, to decide if it would take up the West Flagler Associates v. Haaland case involving the Seminole Tribe of Florida 

and two Florida betting companies.   

Off-Reservation Casino Faces Congressional Battle as Tribes Clash 

A long-simmering casino project in southern Oregon that has ignited a fierce rivalry between the region’s tribes has caught the attention of congression-

al appropriators.  Opponents of the project, including other tribes and a bipartisan coalition of politicians — Oregon Governor Tina Kotek, four Sena-

tors Oregon and California, and members of the House from the two states — are pushing for language in the upcoming Interior-Environment spend-

ing bill that would permanently halt the project, per reporting by Capitol Hill watchdog publication Roll Call. 

The Coquille Indian Tribe’s proposed casino in Medford, Oregon is off of reservation lands. However, the tribe argues the 2.4 acre lot is within its 

“service area.”  

The Department of Interior’s decision on the approval — in the works since November 2012 - is still pending. Other area tribes have approached Con-

gress to stop the Medford casino plans for good out of concern for encroaching competition. Two such tribes recently asked the House Appropria-

tions Committee to include language in the FY 2025 bill prohibiting “service area” casinos.  

DEVELOPMENTS 

South Carolina’s Catawba Indian Tribe has broken ground on a $700 million casino in Kings Mountain, North Carolina. Tribal leaders told Charlotte, 

N.C.-based publication The News and Observer that the casino will create nearly 2,000 jobs. The planned casino will be 2 million square feet, includ-

ing 1,350 slots and electronic table games, a 40-seat restaurant, and sports book. The first phase of the casino is planned to open in early 2026.  

NOTEWORTHY 

In Connecticut, the Mohegan Tribal Gaming Authority posted its highest quarterly net revenue in history, as reported by trade publication Indian 

Gaming. The authority announced $461.7 million in revenue for its second fiscal quarter, ending March 31. That’s up nearly 14% — more than $55 

million — over last year’s revenues in the same time period, according to the authority’s latest earnings announcement. The report attributes the gains 

to two new developments in the last year. One is the opening of Mohegan INSPIRE, an entertainment resort in South Korea. The other is Mohegan 

Digital, an online gaming offering launched April 2 this year.  

 

 READ MORE @ TRIBAL BUSINESS NEWS  

 A rendering of a planned hotel expansion to the Sky River Casino in Elk Grove, California. (Render 
provided by Wilton Rancheria.)  

Chez Oxendine (Lumbee-Cheraw) is a staff writer for Tribal 
Business News. Based in Oklahoma, he focuses on broad-
band, Indigenous entrepreneurs, and federal policy. His jour-
nalism has been featured in Native News Online, Fort Gibson 
Times, Muskogee Phoenix, Baconian Magazine, and Oklaho-
ma Magazine, among others.  

(8a) Tribal contracting 
surge and path forward  LAS 

VEGAS — It’s no accident that federal contracting opportunities for Native American 

businesses are surging, according to General Services Administration (GSA) Admin-

istrator Robin Carnahan. 

In a one-on-one conversation with Tribal Business News at the 2024 Reservation 

Economic Summit (RES) earlier this week, Carnahan detailed a 70% increase in obli-

gated contracts for tribal entities over the past five years — and the GSA’s efforts to 

support that growth. But with only about a quarter of tribes currently participating in 

federal contracting, she acknowledged there's more work to be “The most noticeable 

impact will be the increase in American Indians graduating in [agricultural fields] to 

become the next generation of professionals in Tribal and rural communities in Wis-

consin and beyond,” the summary reads.  done.  

GSA contracting vehicles are used by federal agencies to procure more than $90 

billion in goods and services. What’s it like to have such a big check-

book? ````````READ MORE @ TRIBAL BUSINESS NEWS  

 USDA partners with College of Menominee Nation 
to offer $5k food sovereignty grants 
“The most noticeable impact will be the increase in American Indians graduating in [agricultural fields] to 

become the next generation of professionals in Tribal and rural communities in Wisconsin and beyond,” the 

summary reads. Agriculture is a vital business tribes already have two of the primary resources, land and wa-

ter. Something Tribal Economic Development Councils might want to look into.   

READ MORE @ TRIBAL BUSINESS NEWS 

https://www.americanindianreporter.com/contactus/
https://fox40.com/news/local-news/elk-grove/sky-river-casino-expansion-plans/
https://sct.narf.org/caseindexes/west_flagler_associates_v_haaland_23-862.html
https://rollcall.com/2024/06/10/oregon-casino-battle-works-its-way-into-appropriations-process/
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/state/north-carolina/article288913072.html
https://www.indiangaming.com/mohegan-announces-second-quarter-fiscal-2024-operating-results/
ions/gaming/14746-legal-battles-big-bets-indian-gaming-news-this-month
https://www.gsa.gov/about-us/newsroom/congressional-testimony/written-statement-of-robin-c-carnahan-11142023
https://www.gsa.gov/about-us/newsroom/congressional-testimony/written-statement-of-robin-c-carnahan-11142023
sections/federal-8-a-contracting/14647-q-a-gsa-administrator-robin-car
.com/sections/higher-education/14690-usda-partners-with-college-of-menominee-nation-to-offer-5
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Caitlin Clark 2024 Paris Olympics 
snub explanation, justification 
slammed as 'pathetic' Read More @ azcentral. 

MY VIEW Ernie C. Salgado, Jr.,  

Every reason under the sun has been 

offered on why Caitlin Clark was not 

selected to be on the 2024 women's 

USA Olympic team except the real rea-

son, which is because she is “WHITE.”  

She is the one of the greatest women 

college basketball player to play the 

game. She is right up their with Cherly 

Miller from Riverside, of whom I’m a 

big fan.  

My prediction is that she will be the 

“Tiger Woods” of women’s basketball. 

And as such the viewer base will grow, 

players salaries will increases and their 

will be more endorsement opportuni-

ties for players.  

However, the owners must force the 

referees, commissioners and the legal 

system to protect her for being physical 

attacked that is criminal. 

I understand that women's basketball at 

the professional level is brutal and phys-

ical, that’s not going the change and I’m 

not talking about that. I’m referencing 

the attack in Clark a few weeks ago 

when the debate was if it was a foul, 

which was total nonsense, it was a crimi-

nal assault and the played should have 

been arrested, charged and jailed or at a 

minimum made an example. The 

league should have fined and expelled 

her from playing 5 to 10 games. 

Without any common sense, meaning-

ful discipline, women's basketball will 

be another WOKE failure.  

  

A  f e d e r a l  j u d g e  h a s 

blocked President Biden's ex-

pansion of Title IX in four 

states, calling the mandatory 

gender identity protections an 

"abuse of power." 

U.S. District Judge Terry 

Doughty granted a preliminary 

injunction on Thursday, and 

referred to the Biden admin-

istration's unilateral Title IX 

changes as a "threat to democra-

cy." 

"This case demonstrates the 
abuse of power by executive 
federal agencies in the rulemak-
ing process," Doughty said in 

his ruling. "The separation of 
powers and system of checks 

and balances exist in this coun-
try for a reason." 

Doughty ruled that the changes 

were inadmissible because the 

term "gender discrimination" as 

used in the establishment of 

Title IX "only included discrim-
ination against biological males 
and females at the time of en-
actment." 

The latest update, from April, 

expands the definition of dis-

crimination on the basis of sex-

ual orientation and gender iden-

tity – a move that critics 

say would undermine hard-won 

protections for women and 

girls.   

The ruling blocks implementa-

tion of the changes in Louisi-

ana, Mississippi, Montana and 

Idaho  

Federal judge blocks Biden Title IX 
rule in 4 states: 'Abuse of power' 

Read More @ FOX News 

Judge tells elderly pro-life activist concerned with dying 
in prison to 'make every effort to remain alive' 

Read More @ FOX News 

Paulette Harlow was sentenced to two years in federal prison over 
praying in front of an abortion clinic in 2020  

WOKE Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly 
Harlow, charges of violating the Freedom of 

Access to Clinic Entrances Act.   

Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly a Wash-

ington D.C. district court judge suggest-

ed a 75-year-old pro-life activist "make 

every effort to stay alive" as part of the 

"tenets of your religion" while sentencing 

her to prison. 

On May 31, Judge 

Colleen Kollar-

Kotelly sentenced 

Paulette "Paula" 

Harlow to two 

years in federal 

prison and 36 months of supervised 

release for violating the Freedom of Ac-

cess to Clinic Entrances Act (FACE 

Act) with a pro-life demonstration at an 

abortion clinic in 2020. 

Last month, Kollar-Kotelly sen-

tenced multiple pro-life activists to years

-long sentences for blocking access to 

the Washington Surgi-Clinic on Oct. 

22, 2020.  

"Previously, Lauren 
Handy was sen-
tenced to 57 months 
in prison, John Hin-
shaw was sentenced 
to 21 months in pris-
on, William Good-

man was sentenced 
to 27 months in prison, Jonathan Dar-

nel was sentenced to 34 months in pris-
on, Herb Geraghty was sentenced to 27 
months in prison, Jean Marshall was 
sentenced to 24 months in prison, Joan 
Bell was sentenced to 27 months in 
prison and Heather Idoni was sen-
tenced to 24 months in prison," the 

DOJ Office of Public Affairs reported. 

Yet, real law breakers get a pass, illegal 

migrants get housing, food and health 

care and the two tier judicial system is 

working for the Marxist. 

Abortion is still MURDER!   

HAPPY FATHERS DAY  

RFK Jr. calls for elimination of electronic voting 
machines, Elon Musk agrees  Read More @ BPR 

California committee 
greenlights $800 billion 
reparations measure 
Some Responding to the proposal,  

California is broke and digging a deep deficit hole. Just where do 
they think this money is going to come from? Another tax 
increase? \— Janine Clark (@DixieChick0211) June 11, 2024 

A state that never had slaves, wants to pay people who were never 
slaves, with money they don’t have… Yeah, sounds about right~
(@NoMoreBullMitt) June 12, 2024 

The most broke state in the country is going to pay reparations to 
people that weren’t even slaves. Ridiculous but typical of 

California. — Sandra (@Amoreena1968) June 11, 2024 

Where will they get the money? The state already has a $80 
billion budget deficit and taxpayers are moving out in droves. 
California used to be such a great state.— Cooking Cajun 

(@kwvidrine) June 11, 2024 

How many ways can you say HELL NO? I don’t owe anyone 

JACK! Please spare me, but this is insanity and we need to take 

our Country back. Ernie C. Salgado, Jr.    

https://www.americanindianreporter.com/contactus/
n-us/sports/other/caitlin-clark-2024-paris-olympics-snub-explanation-justification-slammed-a
https://www.foxnews.com/category/person/joe-biden
https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/female-athletes-like-us-suffer-biden-admin-allowed-rewrite-title-ix
cks-biden-title-ix-rule-in-4-states-abuse-of-power/ar-BB1oepYE?ocid
news/world/judge-tells-elderly-pro-life-activist-concerned-with-dying-i
https://www.congress.gov/bill/103rd-congress/senate-bill/636/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/103rd-congress/senate-bill/636/text
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/elderly-pro-life-activist-sentenced-prison-after-abortion-clinic-demonstration
https://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/judiciary/abortion
https://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/judiciary/abortion
https://www.foxnews.com/media/pro-life-activists-years-long-prison-sentence-shocks-social-media-two-tiered-justice-system
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/final-defendant-sentenced-federal-conspiracy-against-rights-and-freedom-access-clinic
24/06/16/rfk-jr-calls-for-elimination-of-electronic-voting-machines-elon-musk-agrees-1
https://twitter.com/DixieChick0211/status/1800671965654749289?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/NoMoreBullMitt/status/1801011777427157299?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/Amoreena1968/status/1800676690793775194?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/kwvidrine/status/1800670700090589313?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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It used to be that in the 8th grade, a Constitution 

test was administered; if you didn’t pass, you did-

n’t get to go to the 9th grade. 

The 11th grade brought US History; 12th grad 

brought Civics.   

Civics is gone and we all know how much history 

is not taught. 

Most tribal leaders will tell you about the hours 

they have to spend educating the non-Indians 

with whom they interact, negotiate and collabo-

rate or face in court, in legislative chambers and 

local jurisdiction caucuses. 

In my youth I always observed that American 

Indians knew more about federal government 

than the average guy on the street.  This, of 

course, was because they had had to deal with it 

daily even prior to 1789. 

It is often observed that immigrants are far more 

knowledgeable about American government 

than citizens, mostly because they have to pass a 

citizenship test. 

Here is a U.S. Citizenship Practice Test 

Study all 128 official U.S. Citizenship and Immi-

gration Services (USCIS) naturalization ques-

tions. 

Each Citizenship practice test is followed by an-

swer explanations. Make sure to review them 

when you finish. 

Citizenship Practice 1 

Citizenship Practice 2 

Citizenship Practice 3 

Citizenship Practice 4 

Citizenship Practice 5 

Citizenship Practice 6 

Please note that the above Citizenship questions 

will appear on the Civics portion of your Citizen-

ship test. https://www.test-guide.com/free-

citizenship-practice-tests.html 

Hopefully anyone reading this has already 

clicked on the links and taken the practice tests.  

If you haven’t, please do so.  How did you do? 

Now have your staff and youth group/s take the 

practice tests. Results? You may want to add 

some bonus questions such as;  

“What is Article I, Section 8 of the US Constitu-

tion?”,  

“How many times are Indians mentioned in the 

US Constitution?” or  

“ How many references are there to Indians in 

today’s Constitution”? 

The purpose of this exercise is to determine the 

level of knowledge in which each age group op-

erates and (more importantly) determining how 

much work you need to do to ensure that the 

next generation of leaders deals from a back-

ground of knowledge that affords them a serious 

foundation on which to debate, refute, and sug-

gest appropriate language  

Every time a student has a history,  government 

or social studies question, you should ask them 

how it applies to their tribe and then encourage 

them to pen such into their assignment. 

For instance, How Did the Line of Demarcation 

affect your tribe?  Most students respond, “It 

didn’t”.  And yet it did, giving Spain uncondi-

tional reign over much of the Americas. 

While many textbook companies and individual 

teachers are getting better about including a 

mention of Indians as they go through local cur-

riculum, each tribe should be reviewing the 

units; each parent/guardian asking the “impact” 

question as their student does their homework.  

Not only your students are being informed; sub-

sequently their classmates and teacher will so be 

also. 

Tribal youth need to emerge from high school 

with a comprehensive understanding, not only of 

their tribal heritage, history and government, but 

of that of the federal, state and county jurisdic-

tion that surround them.  Knowledge of the me-

chanics and personalities of these entities will 

empower emergent leadership to successfully 

navigate and negotiate many of the complex is-

sues they will face as they represent the commu-

nity. 

NORMANDY, FRANCE 1944 
My father and his buddy Sam Palvo from the Pauma 
Rez hit the beach at Normandy together and made it to 
Berlin, Germany. They remained friends for the rest of 
their days.  
Rest in peace Dad. Your son Ernie Jr. 

https://www.americanindianreporter.com/contactus/
https://www.californiaindianeducation.org/
https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship
https://www.test-guide.com/quizzes/citizenship-practice-test-1
https://www.test-guide.com/quizzes/citizenship-practice-test-2
https://www.test-guide.com/quizzes/citizenship-practice-test-3
https://www.test-guide.com/quizzes/citizenship-practice-test-4
https://www.test-guide.com/quizzes/citizenship-practice-test-5
https://www.test-guide.com/quizzes/citizenship-practice-test-6
https://www.test-guide.com/free-citizenship-practice-tests.html
https://www.test-guide.com/free-citizenship-practice-tests.html
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Bragg ‘usurped’ federal law to charge 
Trump, FEC commissioner says 

A member of the Federal Election 

Commission testified to Congress on 

Thursday that the Manhattan district 

attorney who led the prosecution of for-

mer President Trump overstepped his 

authority. 

Trey Trainor, a Trump-appointed com-

missioner who once served as FEC 

chairman, said during a hearing that Dis-

trict Attorney Alvin Bragg, an elected 

Democrat, inappropriately incorporated 

a federal election campaign law into his 

charges against Trump. 

“Bragg has effectively usurped the juris-
diction that this Congress has explicitly 
reserved for federal authorities,” Trai-

nor said during a House Judiciary Com-

mittee hearing. “This overreach sets a 
troubling precedent for politicization of 
legal proceedings at the state level.” 

In Trump’s case, Bragg argued Trump 

also violated New York election law's 

section 17-152. The statute states that it 

is against the law to conspire to influ-

ence an election “by unlawful means.” 

Read More@ Washington Examiner  

Manzanita Cooperative:    
California’s Native Nut Industry 
In collaboration with the California Indian Museum 

and Cultural Center CIMCC, the Manzanita Coopera-

tive is seeking Tribal investors to help it get off the 

ground and opportunities to partner with Tribal gov-

ernments to support food security and revenue goals.   

35% of the equity in our Cooperative is set aside from 

community investors, with preference given to Tribal 

governments.  

Acorns have immense potential to feed people and cre-

ate lasting food security while helping to mitigate chron-

ic health conditions in California Native American 

communities caused by colonial diets.  

Once established, the Cooperative will reinvest profits 

into restoring damaged and destroyed oak forests 

throughout California.  

For more information, view this flyer.  

Read More @ The Telegraph  

Read More @ New York Post 

W elfare offices and other 

agencies in 49 US states 

are providing voter reg-

istration forms to migrants without 

requiring proof of citizenship, 

leading Republicans and conserva-

tives to call for swift federal action 

to stop the handouts. 

Every state but Arizona — which 

recently passed a law barring the 

practice on state but not federal 

forms — gives applicants for either 

welfare benefits, driver’s licenses, 

or in some cases, mail-in ballots voter registration 

forms without demanding proof of citizenship. 

There is currently no requirement on federal 

voting forms to provide proof of US citizenship, 

though it is illegal to falsely claim one is a citizen 

or for a non-citizen to cast a ballot in a federal 

election. 

But millions of migrants with humanitarian pa-

role, refugee or asylum status are eligible for ben-

efits that would bring them to the offices where 

voter registration takes place. 

The National Voter Registration Act (NVRA) of 

1993 ordered states to register voters at the De-

partment of Motor Vehicles (DMV) and agen-

cies where Americans apply for public benefits — 

and those offices are required by federal law to 

hand over the registration forms along with the 

application papers.  

If an applicant attests that they 

are a US citizen, that is consid-

ered valid on its face and the 

person is registered to vote. 

The House Administration 

Committee last month approved 

the Safeguard American Voter 

Eligibility (SAVE) Act to require 

states to receive proof of citizen-

ship when anyone registers to 

vote by mail, at a DMV or a wel-

fare agency office. 

“As President Biden has wel-

comed millions of illegal aliens through our bor-

ders, including sophisticated criminal syndicates 

and foreign adversaries, it is incumbent upon 

Congress to implement greater enforcement 

measures that secure the voter registration pro-

cess and ensure only American citizens decide 

the outcome of American elections,” House 

Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) said in a state-

ment following its approval. 

“Preventing non-citizens and illegal aliens from 
registering and voting in American elections 
should be a 100% issue in Congress,”  Sen. 
Mike Lee (R-Utah) told The Post. 
“Unfortunately, Democrats have taken the 
stance that it never happens — which is false — 
so we shouldn’t give states the tools to ensure it 
doesn’t happen — which is absurd,” Lee said. 

Fani Willis Witness Says Her Office 
Told Him He Could Lie in Court 

 

Prosecutors from Fulton District Attorney District Fani 

Willis' office told a state witness that he could lie on the 

stand, according to a sworn affidavit submitted in the 

Young Slime Life (YSL) trial. 

In a new filing submitted Wednesday, (June 12, 2024) de-

fense attorney Doug Weinstein claimed that during Mon-

day's private meeting, Assistant District Attorney Simone 

Hylton told witness Kenneth Copeland that she would not 

prosecute him if he were to lie on the 

stand. Newsweek reached out to Willis' office via email for 

comment. 

The meeting between Judge Ural Glanville, Fulton County 

prosecutors, Copeland and Copeland's attorney has be-

come the catalyst of a tense situation in the case. Lawyers 

representing the six co-defendants standing trial in the YSL 

case have accused t h e 
Read More @ Newsweek 

https://www.americanindianreporter.com/contactus/
nies/fast-food-luxury-mcdonald-s-considers-leaving-california-as-80-of-americans-can-no-lon
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/tag/federal-election-commission/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/tag/federal-election-commission/
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/tag/donald-trump
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/tag/alvin-bragg
gg-usurped-federal-law-to-charge-trump-fec-commissioner-says/ar-BB1obfsW?ocid=hpmsn&cvid=
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnijc.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dfcf27858b524c94e746bc5dcf%26id%3D4f9beda404%26e%3D8ffd698216&data=05%7C02%7C%7C0f4849e0450344a8bc1d08dc8bdc5e24%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%
Outcry%20as%20university%20tells%20staff%20to%20teach%20that%20whiteness%20and%20heterosexuality%20are%20a%20problem
/news/politics/how-non-citizens-are-getting-voter-registration-forms-across-the-us-
https://roy.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/roy.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/SAVE%20ACT_Bill%20Text.pdf
https://roy.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/roy.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/SAVE%20ACT_Bill%20Text.pdf
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/fani-willis
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/fani-willis
-us/news/crime/fani-willis-witness-says-her-office-told-him-he-could-lie-in-court/ar-BB1oaZUk?oc
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Employers Deliver 
Crushing Blow to 
College Protesters 

4 California Cities Rank Among the 
Most Dangerous Cities in America. 

Emeryville, Oakland, San Bernardino, and Stockton  

The CEO behind a consulting firm ped-

dling Marxist ideologies to school dis-
tricts reportedly has radical views 
about the American flag and what 

should happen to employees who don’t 

toe the line on DEI. 

“If someone continues to resist that 

culture or climate after multiple in-
terruptions, then you know they do 
not belong.” 

The son-in-law of the At-
torney General of the 

United States of America 
Merrick Garland is the 

head of the company  that 
is the primary distributer 
and trainer for the Marx-

ist critical race theory 

curriculum in the United States. 

Remember when the Attorney General 

wanted to charge the parents that ob-
jected to the teaching of the critical 

race theory in the school as “Domestic 
Terrorist” but got to much push back 
he was forced to drop it. But he still 

sent the FBI to investigate them so that 
they would have a file on them. They 

are all supported by the Soros cartel 

and members of the American Com-

munist Democratic Party.  

Corporate media took great lengths 
to downplay critical race theory as 

little more than a topic of discussion 
within the halls of academia. Now, as 

conservative leaders are seeking to 
purge woke leftist tenets like CRT and 
diversity, equity, and inclusion, Fox 

News is reporting that a consulting 
firm working with the largest school 
district in northern California was led 

by a trainer who described Old Glory 
as a symbol of “hate” and 
“extremism.” 

It’s all the same propaganda anti white, 

Christianity and America.  

This didn’t happen over night or even 
the last decade, it has been over 60 
years in the making as prescribed by 

Karl Marx in his Communist Manifes-
to, to take away the freedom a little at 

a time so we will not even know we lost 
it. It’s exactly how Hitler took over Ger-

many.  

The White population in America is ap-
proximately 85 percent making this 

Communist Movement about “White 

Power” that will systematically shut 
down the minorities', gays and ever 
dissenting voice in the Nation. Once all 

the guns have been collected people 
will begin to disappear and millions 

will die.  

History has a way or repeating its self 
when the people forget it. China 25 

million were murdered as well as in the 
Soviet Union and of course 6 million 
Jewish people and another 90 million 

people world wide. Evil has no bounda-

ries.  

If anyone believes that 
the court jester Joe 
Biden is running Amer-

ican, you had better 
make sure you are 
wearing your re-tart 

helmet so that you 

don’t hurt yourself. 

Soros has been around for a long time 
and has been using his wealth and his 
resources around the world to bring 

about the elitist One World Order AKA 

Marxist Rule.           

DEI trainer has radical views on 
American flag, says educators 
who ‘resist’ CRT ‘do not belong’ 
This is the Communist Democratic Party of America  

House Votes to Hold AG Garland 
in Contempt of Congress 

House Republicans sought audio tapes of the president’s interviews 
with special counsel Hur. Biden has invoked executive privilege over 
the tapes.  Read More @ THE EPOCH TIMES 

“Good luck with that,” 
“In case you haven’t noticed, we have 10 
Million plus New Comers, 12 Million 
New Comers already here  & 25 Million 
Green Carders, Visa Workers & Foreign 
Students that aren't counted in the 
polls.”  
“I quote a great leader;  “Fur Ihre 
Sicherheit.” (It’s for your safety)          
      Adolf Hitler  

The text above is my political view of the 
current administration and not a certified 
fact.  E.C. Salgado 

https://www.americanindianreporter.com/contactus/
https://www.foxnews.com/media/school-district-dei-trainer-says-american-flag-hate-symbol-resisting-employees-fired
imes.com/us/house-votes-to-hold-ag-garland-in-contempt-of-congress-5667466?utm_source=braze&utm
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Assemblymember James C. Ramos proudly represents the 

45th Assembly district that includes the Cities of Fontana, 

Highland, Mentone, Redlands, Rialto and San Bernardino.  

He is the first and only California Native American serving 

in the state’s legislature. Ramos chairs the Assembly Budget 

Subcommittee #6 on Public Safety.   

San Manuel Indian Reservation, Tribal Member   
Maria L. Lopez: 916-712-9854   maria.lopez@asm.ca.gov 

SACRAMENTO—Assemblymember James C. Ramos (D-San Bernardi-

no) today expressed his thanks to members of the California Legislative 

Native American Caucus for their strong support and success in staving off 

elimination of the State Indian Health Program in the legislature’s joint 

budget plan announced recently. 

Ramos said, “I am proud that the Caucus – 63 members strong—rallied 
alongside the California Rural Indian Health Board, the California Con-
sortium for Urban Indian Health and many others to support health care 
access in the state’s Indian Country. We will continue to advocate and 
support this vitally needed program. We are grateful to the two legislative 
budget committees and budget health subcommittee chairs of both hous-

es.” 

The State Indian Health Program was eliminated in 2009 under then-Gov. 

Arnold Schwarzenegger in 2009 then restored in 2023. Funding, $23 mil-

lion, was cut in the 2024 May Revise.  

Ramos added that the inequities of health care access in Indian were dev-

astatingly clear during the pandemic. “We can’t afford to go back to those 
bad old days. American Indians/Alaska Natives have among the highest 
rates of diabetes, heart disease, suicide substance abuse and liver disease 

in the state and nation. The life expectancy for American Indians is only 
65 years,” the lawmaker stated. 

Assemblymember Eduardo Garcia (D-Coachella), a Caucus member said, 

“We commend Assemblymember Ramos on his leadership as we strive to 
rectify persistent Native American healthcare access disparities. Restoring 
funds for California’s Indian Health Program is crucial to support the ur-
gent health needs of tribal communities and help save lives.” 

“It was my honor to work alongside Assemblymember Ramos and the 
California Legislative Native American Caucus to get the Indian Health 
Program (IHP) Funding restored in the Legislative Budget Proposal re-

leased last week. My focus as Chair of Assembly Budget Subcommittee 1 
on Health is on prevention. The IHP funds are utilized to decrease dis-
parities among American Indian and. Alaska Natives (AIAN) living in Cal-
ifornia. Prevention efforts can help the AIAN community to access essen-
tial healthcare services that have not been offered to them for too many 
years,” commented Assemblymember Akilah Weber, M.D. (D-La Mesa). 

State Senator Caroline Menjivar (D-San Fernando Valley), chair of Senate 

Budget Subcommittee #3 on Health and Human Services, stated,  Alaska 

Natives (AIAN) living in California. “Historically and systemically, Califor-
nia’s tribal communities are among the most underserved for health care 
services and outcomes. In Budget Subcommittee 3, we held two hearings 
on the proposed elimination of the Indian Health Grant Program by 
DHCS. This vital program, which supports improving the health status of 
American Indians, was taken away in 2009 and reinstated in California in 
2022. This back-and-forth elimination is unconscionable. In the two party 
agreement, my colleagues and I proudly stood against these cuts and are 

fighting to maintain sustained funding. California must protect the pro-
gress we have made in decreasing significant health disparities among Na-
tive Americans and ensure thriving urban, rural, reservation, and rancheria 
communities.” 

 

 

California Legislative Native American Caucus works to keep 

Indian Health Clinic funding in budget  

 

• • YOU AUTOMATICALLY QUALIFY FOR SERVICES, IF you are on CalWORKS, Tribal TANF or 
with a County/State TANF or any other public assistance program.  

• • YOU QUALIFY Are you recently unemployed OR laid-off due to the inflation or other economic reasons.  

• • Are you are an enrolled tribal member or a descendent of a federally recognized American Indian Tribe 
and living off the Reservation?  

• • Does your family need emergency supportive services (food, rental assistance, utilities, etc.)? 

• •   

For more information & other services please contact: 

  

  

  

  

  

Serving San Diego, Ventura, Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Santa Cruz,  San 

Benito, Monterey and Sonoma Counties. 

Information Call 1-888-217-2247 
“Work Readiness Training Program.” 

  

SCAIR  
San Diego Resource Center 

239 East Main Street  
El Cajon CA 92020 

619-328-0676 

SCAIR  
Ventura Resource Center 

877 South Victoria Ave. Suite 110 
Ventura CA  93003 

805-765-6243 

27Years Serving the Urban and Reservation Tribal People.   

God, Family & Tribe 

https://www.americanindianreporter.com/contactus/
http://www.scair.org/
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Laughter in the Best Medicine  
Will Rogers, (November 4, 1879 – August 15, 1935) 
“America is just like an insane asylum. There is not a soul in it 
will admit they are crazy." Rogers was an enrolled member of 
the Cherokee Nation.  Shayne’s Journal # 4677 May 13, 20202020  

https://www.americanindianreporter.com/contactus/



